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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much and good morning
to you.  Secretary Marshall, Chairman Russell, Mayor McNichols,
ladies and gentlemen and a special friend of mine who is here
this morning who was willing to ride over here with me from the
White House, Senator Jennings Randolph.

Senator Randolph has been a friend of handicapped
Americans long before many of you were born.  In 1931 as he
prepared to conduct a successful campaign for the United States
Senate, he had a belief long before many people agreed with him
that blind Americans should be brought out of the dark places
and put into the forefront of productive life.

He introduced a bill when he was a freshman Senator
in 1933 to establish a program for blind entrepreneurs to sell
goods in public builings; federal, state, local and later,of
course,to expand this program to the private sector. This year
3974 blind people, because of his good work, are actively involved
and their total sales, he tells me, was more than $150 million.

This bill was signed by a handicapped person of whom
many of you have heard, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, our President.
This is a good indication of what can be done when all of us
recognize the tremendous potential of the handicapped to serve
productive lives in our great society. John Adams, the second
man to hold the office of President, and a man of very deep
religious convictions and a firm commitment to freedom, said people
and nations are forged in the fires of adversity.

You here today understand the truth and the pain of
that statement.  You have triumphed over limitations, sometimes
very severe limitations, and you now work productively to help
shape the worlft, to reshape the world so that it can be a better
place not only to you but for others. Your will and your determination
have been forged in the fires of adversity and you must now be full
participants iri every aspect of a JLife of this nation and I'm
determined to assure that that goal will be reached.  (Applause.)

This must include education, employment, housing,
transportation and also the political process. You must have the
right to develop your talents to the fullest, the right to do
things and to learn in the process, the right to fail on occasion
along with all the rest of us, and the right to try again.  (Applause.)
And in exercising these kinds of rights, your strength growing out
of adversity will help to make America strong.

Next year has been designated as the International Year
of Disabled Persons by the United Nations, and as President, I intend
not only to cooperate in this effort but to see that the entire
decade of the 1980s is one in which handicapped people' have full
access to our society, maximum independence, and the opportunity to
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